
  
Feb. 26, 2021 

Morton District 709 Weekly Update 
 
Morton public schools saw a small uptick in COVID and quarantine numbers this 
past week, though they remain quite manageable and modest relative to the 
overall school year.       
 
As of Feb. 26, seven students had been diagnosed with COVID-19 compared to 
three on Feb. 19, with 79 in quarantine relative to 39 last week. One staff 
member was positive, same as last week, with five in at-home isolation against 
one the Friday before.                                             
 
Meanwhile, we continue in our quest as a district to make our school experience 

as meaningful and memorable 
as possible in a year that has 
posed no end of obstacles to 
those wishes. Athletics and 
other extra-curricular activities 
have resumed. Though they 
have a different feel than in 
years past, they are providing 
important opportunities for our 
students. We also remain 
committed to giving our high 
school seniors an appropriate 
send-off, and will soon have    

30 years of orchestra concerts for Mr. Martin, thanks to Mr. Getz     news to share on that front. 
 
Please see this week’s chart below. 



Current Daily Statistics Are Not Cumulative 

 2/22/21 2/23/21 2/24/21 2/25/21 2/26/21 

Staff           

Covid-19 Positive 1 1 1 1 1 

Quarantining 2 2 3 6 5 

FT Remote Teaching 4 4 4 4 4 

Students   

Covid-19 Positive Now           

Brown 0 0 0 0 0 

Grundy 2 3 2 2 2 

Jefferson 0 0 0 0 0 

Lincoln  1 1 1 1 1 

JH 1 1 1 1 1 

HS 0 0 1 3 3 

MA 0 0 0 0 0 

Total 4 5 5 7 7 

% Positive Now 0.141% 0.176% 0.176% 0.246% 0.246% 

Quarantining Now           

Brown 5 12 14 14 12 

Grundy 17 19 19 18 18 

Jefferson 6 5 1 1 1 

Lincoln  9 7 7 7 7 

JH 0 1 1 1 2 

HS 2 3 6 37 39 

MA 0 0 0 0 0 

Total 39 47 48 78 79 

% Quarantined Now 1.371% 1.652% 1.687% 2.742% 2.777% 

Remote Learning 155 155 155 155 155 

Homeschool/Private  79 79 79 79 79 



 
It bears repeating that we’ve come this far, and so we continue to encourage and 

enforce common-sense precautions such as 
continued masking and physical distancing.  
 
As always, our families should continue to 
monitor symptoms and to keep their 
children at home when they are not feeling 
well or when a family member is awaiting a 
COVID test result. We correspond daily with 
the Tazewell County Health Department 
regarding any COVID cases, close contacts 
and protocols. Please utilize our COVID 
form. Our Healthy Quarantining Guide and 
our Return to School Plan should remain go-

Mr. Finck applies some good ol’ elbow grease        to resources, as well. 
 
Our staff members have always gone above and 
beyond, never more so than this past year. In that 
vein, we couldn’t be prouder of Morton High School 
Principal Deidre Ripka, who this week received 
special recognition from our National Guard 
representative, Sgt. Albaugh, as “Administrator of the 
Year” for 2020.   
 
Finally, you may have noticed that our weekly health 
and attendance updates are getting shorter, in large 
part because we have less to report, which is good 
news, and a sign that we really are returning to 
normal. Expect these weekly communications to 
continue to evolve as we concentrate on other issues         
important to our students and families.                                  Ms. Ripka gets her award 
 
  

https://www.morton709.org/covid-updates
https://www.morton709.org/covid-updates
https://www.morton709.org/file/1700/Morton%20Schools%20--%20Healthy%20Quarantining.pdf
https://www.morton709.org/file/1675/Morton%20Return%20to%20School%20Plan%202020%20Main_final.pdf


Meantime, let’s continue to fight the good fight as the 2020-21 school year enters 
its final three months. Again, thanks for all you do, and keep the faith.    
 
 
Sincerely,  

 
 
 
 
 

Jeffrey W. Hill, Ed.D 
Superintendent 
Morton Community Unit District 709 


