About PHIMC

Public Health Institute of Metropolitan Chicago Public Health Institute of Metropolitan Chicago
(PHIMC) advances health justice and strengthens public

) ] . , health through innovation and partnerships that align
Deepening Our History in Today’s people, strategies, and resources.

Legal Landscape

Nat Duran, M.Ed
Pronouns: they/them

Safe Schools Consultant
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Ninois Safe Schools Alliance

v— — ZA ” Illinois Safe Schools Alliance

Public Health Institute of Metropolitan Chicago The mission of Illinois Safe Schools Alliance is to promote
safety, support, and healthy development for lesbian, gay,
bisexual, transgender, and questioning (LGBTQ+) youth, in
lllinois schools and communities, through advocacy,
education, youth organizing and research.




Learning Objectives Learning Objectives

* Understand the legal landscape around transgender

students’ rights at the state and federal level. * Comprehend the history, specifics, importance, and impact

o o . of the Inclusive Curriculum Law
* Learn about current legislation in lllinois that impacts . Understand how affirming learning environments make
LGBTQIA+ students.

inclusive curriculum more effective

Ilinois districts for transgender student support. inclusive curricula

* Gain confidence in accessing existing tools and resources
that can be used in the classroom

PHsMC

PHsMC

* PDF of all slides w/live links

PHAMC



Additional Resources Anti-Transgender Legislation

+ lllinois State Board of Education Non-Regulatory Guidance on Supporting
Transgender, Nonbinary, and Gender Nonconforming Students

According to data from the
Human Rights Campaign,

M ]
» lllinois State Board of Education Sample Board Policies and Administrative Procedures one of the nation's _m_\mmm\m
LGBTQ advocacy groups, at
+ Strengthening Inclusion in lllinois Schools Report of the Affirming and Inclusive least 120 bills have been

Schools Task Force to Governor JB Pritzker

introduced in the current
2023 legislative session
that target the
transgender community.

inois Safe Schools Alliance Advocacy Request Form (a collaboration with Equality

Last 6 Years in Review




LGBTQ+ Students’ Rights are Protected by:

Federal Protections

mo:oo_ ” Viston

Values
..x.Learning Philosophy

» EqualEducation Oppg

District - Anti Discrimination

- Llnois Human Rights Act
mﬂmﬁa + llnois Prevent School Viclence Act

IFederal

- EqualAccess Act
- PENDING: Equaiity Act

Equality Act — pending legislation

Primarily intended to amend the 1964 Civil Rights Act to
explicitly protect those whose identities fall under the

realm of sexual orientation and gender identity. " Equal
* If passed, the Equality Act, an anti-discrimination law, Access
would provide protections for LGBTQIA+ people across all Act

areas of life, including the education system. .
Family

How this differs from previous legislation? It would Educational
differentiate these protections from falling under the w_.m:ﬂm m\mnﬂ
umbrella of “sex” and expand protections. TYaEY

{FERPA)
Passed the House on February 25th, 2021, and was
referred to the Senate Judiciary Committee

* Protects the privacy of personal information about
students in educational records, and in most
circumstances prohibits release of this information
without consent.

* FERPA gives parents certain rights with respect to
their children’s educational records.

* These rights transfer to the student when they Emnwwwum_
reach the age of 18 or attends a school beyond the Privacy Act

high school level. (FERPA)




Equal Access Act Title IX

* Applies to public, secondary schools that receive I
federal funding and allow at least one student-led, vmn:m_ protection for all students, including
non-curricular club that meets outside of class * Access transgender and gender non-conforming
time. Act students under Title IX.

* The Department of Education provides

* Requires all school-affiliated student organizations,

such as 3 GSA’s, to be treated equaily. .~ Family
) ) Educational i Educational
* This means that schools cannot ban certain types of Rights and Rights and
groups or single them out for worse treatment. ?_ﬁmmw\,ﬂﬁ E_mm_mw%a

PHAMC

Bostock v. Clayton (2020) Biden’s Application of Bostock

After acknowledging his participation in a
gay softball league at work, Gerald Bostock
was terminated for “conduct unbecoming

’

of [the county’s] employees.”

“In Bostock v. Clayton County, the Supreme Court held that
Title VIl's prohibition on discrimination “because of . . . sex”
covers discrimination on the basis of gender identity and
sexual orientation. Under Bostock’s reasoning, laws that
prohibit sex discrimination — including Title iX of the
Education Amendments of 1972...prohibit discrimination on
the basis of gender identity or sexual orientation, so long as
the laws do not contain sufficient indications to the contrary.

The Supreme Court found that
“discrimination on the basis of
homosexuality or transgender status
requires an employer to intentionally treat
employees differently because of their sex.
{Title VIl discrimination)

»
’”

PHAMC




Grimm v. Gloucester County School Board (2021)

DOE v. Township High School District 211

In 2017, Gavin Grimm sued his school beard
for excluding him from using the restroom
that aligned with his gender identity. This
discrimination was in violation of Title IX.

The case spanned four years — including a trip
to the Supreme Court — back into the U.S.
Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit for the
state of Virginia where it ruled in favor of
Gavin on August 26, 2020. The Supreme Court
denied the school board a petition in 2021.

Opinion from Magistrate Judge Jeffery Gilbert

Whitaker v. Kenosha Unified School District No. 1.

OCT 18, 2016

“High school students do not
have a constitutional right not
to share restrooms or locker
rooms with transgender
students whose sex assigned at
birth is different than theirs”

“Sharing a restroom or locker
room with a transgender
student does not create a

severe, pervasive, or objectively
offensive hostile environment.”

In a resounding legal victory for Wisconsin
student Ash Whitaker, the Court of
Appeals for the Seventh Circuit {which has
jurisdiction over Wi, IN, and IL) ruled that
federal laws that prohibit discrimination
on the basis of “sex” protect transgender
students as well and require schools to
allow transgender students to access the
restrooms that correspond with their
gender identity.

HELD: Both Title IX and the U.S.
Constitution required gender-affirming
restroom access for trans students.

PHAMC




Illinois Protections Prevent School Violence Act

* Seeks to prevent violence from
occurring in school, by addressing
root causes of violence

+ States that bullying is prohibited
in all schaol districts on the basis
of actual or perceived gender
identity, gender expression, and
sexual orientation

Conversion Ban Therapy IL Human Rights Act

* Protects all lllinois students from
discrimination, including discrimination
based on sexual orientation, gender
identity, and other classifications.

* Under no circumstances shall a
mental health provider (including
school psychologists and licensed
school social workers) engage in
sexual orientation change efforts
with a person under the age of
18.

* Includes efforts to change
behaviors or gender expressions

*» States that schools cannot exclude
students from school or extracurricular
activities because of their sexual
orientation or gender identity and
schools cannot discipline students more
harshly because of their sexual

_orientation or gender identity.




Maday v. District 211 McCray v. Williamsville-Sherman CUSD #15

Nova Maday fought for unrestricted locker room use since her sophomore year. ¢ CUSD #15 implemented an
In late November 2017, during her senior year, Maday filed a lawsuit against affirming District-wide

Township High School District 211, saying they violated the Iliinois Human administrative procedure as a e e o ey
Rights Act by treating her differently from other female students by requirin able to come 1o an agreement,
8 y . & . . <. 4 q m Bm:\ﬁ Oﬁ. .n_Jm mmﬁd_mgmjﬁ ﬂmmﬁjmﬂ_ mostly because it's going to benefit
her to dress behind privacy curtains in the locker roem. The case was settled in with the lllinois Department of other students fike myself” says
2020. . Alex. “By putting in this reasonable
Human _N_mjﬁm policy in place, all students will be

protected, including future
transgender students.”

PHAMC

IHlinois State Board of Education District Protections

$tudent Demopraphies

Check your Districts’ 7:10 Equal Educational
Opportunity Policy to see if “Gender Identity,”
Gender Expression,” and/or “Sexual Orientation” are
named as protected classes.

«“a
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Berwyn South District 100 Harlem District 122

* Pre-K-8 District implemented a board supported Administrative

Procedure for transgender student support in the 2015-2016 school * Pre-K-12 District passed a board approved administrative procedure
vear for transgender student support
* In the 2016-2017 school year examined curriculum to ensure * Was implemented in the 2016-2017 school year

LGBTQIA+ identities were represented

Quote from Superintendent Julie Morris:
Quote from school board member Deanna Durica:

’ “As a leader of a public school system, we educate every single child.
And that seems cliché, but it's very difficult to do when you're not

honoring every child in front of you,"” Morris said.

“You know all kids are going to have a lot of challenges as they grow
up, but  don’t want our school district to be one of those challenges
they had to overcome.”

PHsMC
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Chicago Public Schools Revised Guidelines Chicago Public Schools Bathroom Policy (2021)

“Guidelines Regarding the Support of Transgender and Gender
Nonconforming Students”

deg — Nov. 27th, 2021
“In compliance with new federal guidelines, all CPS students
and staff will have fair and equitable access to bathroom
* Implemented :mcam.::mm xmm.maw:m the Support of Transgender and facilities that align with their gender identity. We will be
Gender Nonconforming Individuals providing all schools with updated signage that makes our
bathrooms more inclusive. it will identify the fixtures available
in each restroom, and make it clear that all restrooms are
open for use by anyone who feels comfortable.”

* Includes Staff, Parents, and Visitors

PHsMC



New CPS Bathroom Signage lllinois Legislative Updates

GENDER | GENDER i GENDER
NEUTRAL | NEUTRAL | NEUTRAL
WASHROOM | WASHROOM | BATHROOM

GENDER , | GENDER

NEUTRAL i NEUTRAL
BATHROOM i ; WASHROOM

GENDER
NEUTRAL
WASHROOM RESTROOM 3§

THIS IS A GENDER-NEUTRAL MEN'S +: THIS RESTROOM -
WOMEN'S 4: THIS
RESTROOM WITH MULTIPLE HAS BOTH URINALS RESTROOM HAS STALLS.

THIE PESTROC

lllinois Vital Records Act Updated - HB1785 Relevant Vital Records Act Updates
SIGNED INTO LAW ON AUG 25, 2017 * Effective Jan. 1%, 2022, the State Registrar of Vital Records
» Removes surgery standard to be consistent with Federal standards of must establish a new certificate of birth when they receive a

:

“appropriate clinical treatment for gender transition. statement signed by a legal adult in which they attest to

making the request for the purpose of affirming their gender
identity or intersex condition of a minor and that the sex
's certificate of birth should

* Allows for individuals to change the gender marker on illinois birth certificates
without proof of surgery, instead requiring a declaration from a licensed medical : )
or mental health professional that the individual has undergone clinically designation on the miner
appropriate treatment. therefore be changed.

* Modernizes the language “sex change” to “change of sex designation.”

PH? PHsMC

MC




Why is a Birth Certificate Important? Mental Health and Developmental Disabilities

Act
Some common situations where a birth certificate is SIGNED INTO LAW AUGUST 18, 2017
required:

* In elementary or secondary schools in [llinois must provide their e Authorizes providers who are counseling minors without
child’s birth certificate within 30 days to verify their child’s parental consent to use their judgment and experience to
identity continue or discontinue counseling the minor without parental

* lllinoisans applying for their first passport must show both a State consent.

ID or driver’s license and their birth certificate

= lilinois residents applying for a mortgage from a large privately
owned mortgage bank must show their birth certificate

» A person starting a new job may be asked to provide their birth
certificate and other forms of identification.

sincreases the number of sessions a provider who is counseling a
minor, between the ages of 12 and 17, may provide without
parental consent to eight 90-minutes sessions (rather than five 45-
minutes sessions).

MC
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Public Act 102-0543: Reporting Student Gender Public Act 102-0543: What It Means for School

Identity and Sexual Orientation Districts

« Expands the demographic data collection and reporting * School districts must provide the opportunity for all students
requirements for the lllinois State Board of Education or their parents/guardians to disclose this information;
include age, sex, disability status, sexual orientation, gender however, students or their parents/guardians do not have to
identity, and primary or preferred language. complete these fields.

* School districts must not disclose a student's gender identity

» ISBE will begin collecting the new demographic data or sexual orientation to others, including the student's
elements in the Student Information System for school year parent(s)/guardian(s), unless legally required to do so or
2022-23 unless the student has authorized such disclosure.

PHsMC
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Name Change Modernization (HB 2542) What does all this mean?

* Brings state’s overly-restrictive name change law in line the riant 1o ﬂ
with the majority of other states and help transgender and \
gender-expansive individuals and survivors of human ninat the
trafficking to live safer and more authentic lives by gender st

abaout their identity bathreoem J.ma

leckar roem) that
correspond with
render
identity

removing the ten-year waiting period and the lifetime
ban.

PHMC

Illinois Inclusive Curriculum Advisory Council Pursuing the Inclusive Curriculum Law

2017

+ ‘Robust
«coalition of
‘advocates built
in support of
“the initiative

« | egisiation
drafted

< Lobbying

Hirow inclusdive Curriculum A




Inclusive Curriculum Law Overview Inclusive Curriculum Law Overview

* Tookeffect July 1, 2020. » School districts determine how content is taught.
* Mandates that all lllinois public schools include the contributions of N
LGBT people in the history of lllinois and the United States.

* The mandate applies to grades K-12, and instruction must be

The law suggests content be taught in social sciences, but
does not limit this content to social sciences.

included by Sth grade * The law does not require the purchase of new textbooks.
* Requires that textbooks and any other instructional materials must * There are many free resources and tools available to support
not discriminate against any of the protected classes found under schools.

the lllinois Human Rights Act.

PHsMC
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What This Means for Educators Why is this important?

* Educators have an opportunity to present material and
supplements in a way that reflects the unique nature of their
classroom, especially those of LGBTQ+ students.

o
60% 35%
A ° 65%

You may be wondering:

* How can | integrate the content into existing curricula?

*  What additional resources are available? .

Of high school students Of LGBTQ+ students Of all homeless youth More likely to
report hearing anti- drop out of high schoot? identify as LGBTQ+* attempt
LGTBQ+ language suicide?
frequently’

PH*MC




School Climate Impact of an Inclusive Curriculum

Gender and Sexuality Alliances {GSAs) or Inclusion of LGBTQ+ history in curriculum...

similar clubs

According to

GLSEN. schools are Supportive school policies
more m\%m_\:\:zm Instills Encourages Promotes
when students Trained and supportive school staff

have access to;

Curricular resources that are inclusive
of LGBTQ+ identities and topics

PHAMC PHsMC

Approach to Affirming Learning Environments Personal Belief and Professional Responsibility

Examine your own personal beliefs and professional
responsibility to your students.

PROFESSIONAL
RESPONSIBILITY

PERSONAL BELIEF

* Understand the importance of language and be willing to
learn essential terms.

* Assess classroom practices to ensure inclusion for all
students and challenge gendered practices and norms.

* Spotand integrate opportunities for dialogue and learning.
* Integrate LGBTQ-inclusive content into curriculum.

PHsMC PHsMC




The Importance of Language Gender-Affirming Curricular and Educational

Practices

* Beintentional about the language you

ooreo g condered pracices. —
; . . 0, BagE, gender : . \

* Engage your students in conversations Qonare SHED ReRnrrengon > . Mieet vour students where

around the evolution of identity-based SREAK THESSHARY. JEEPRTEINES) he mwm o rer

language, especially when introducing , e e 4 :

primary source material. VALL, mOrxw,. PERSON. E * Respect privacy.

. . PEOPLE, HUMAN

* Be proactive with pronouns. GUESTS * Create a safe space.

* Challenge yourself to be more aware of
gendered language.

PHsMC
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Gender-Affirming Curricular and Educational “Creating Affirming Learning Environments”
Practices

For a more in depth professional development session on
these foundational frameworks and approaches, visit:

* Provide ongoing training to all staff
members.

* Create a non-punitive environment
that focuses on prevention.

* Ensure accountability for inclusive
practices.

* Provide easily accessible information
and supports. Be clear about the
complaint procedure.




LGBTQ+ Inclusive Curriculum Framework: Curriculum as Mirrors and Windows

I{e

When someone with the authority of a A
teacher...describes the world and you are not in it, ﬁ
there is a moment of psychic disequilibrium, as if you
looked in the mirror and saw nothing.” -

LGBTO-INCLUSIVE CURRICULUM
BENEFITS ALL STURENTS BY:

-Adrienne Rich e :

3%

LGBYQ-INCLUSIVE CURRICULUM
BENEFITS LGBTQ STUDENTS BY:

s e more inalusive and asoirais

attar ynedirstardicg of

PHsMC PH*MC

Framework: Intersectionality Framework: Intersectionality
LY STATUS OCCUPATION/EDLCATION
(DIS)ABILITY e
S0Ci0- A
ECONOMIC ne AGE
SYATUS S m ,
NATHINALITY | mmzamx
COWUR RELIGION
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Framework: Inquiry-Based Learning

Framework: Inquiry-Based Learning

Developing Questions and Planning Inquiries
* Constructing Essential Questions

“Tell me and | forget, show me and | remember, * Constructing Supporting Questions

. * Determining Helpful S
involve me and | understand.” etermining Helptul Sources

. ) ) ¢ Evaluating Sources and Using Evidence
IWNB\QS\B Franklin * Gathering and Fvaluating Sources

* Developing Claims and Using Evidence

Communicating Conclusions and Taking Informed Action
* Communicating Conclusions

Critiquing Conclusions

. . * Taking Informed Action
PHMC PHAMC

Strategy: Alignment and Integration with lllinois Strategy: Alignment and Integration with lllinois

Learning Standards Learning Standards

i hmmﬂjmﬂm Standards How to Read the Standards

Civic and Palitical Instirutions

g : w Lamnent Dol ne

¥ §$CV 1N Do

1 Tsovet
History

LIRS

2

K-12




Social Science Example: 4" Grade Alignment How to Talk About Jane Addams as an LGBT

and Integration Figure

Historical Sources and Evidence

L e Bcime G S M8 ot e pese st Bt e v
i Srebhnd At gty fomarn + + AN AR LD T KR

;

o

. i, ot Precinerenst - Lk ELANER

= m fYH. .ﬁ
Talking About
Gay Issues
In School

§S.H.2.4. Using artifacts and primary sources, investigate how individuals contributed to the founding
and development of Hlingis.

o How did Jane Addams and her life contribute to the founding and development of Illinois?
o Students can take a field trip to the Hull House.

Addressing Questions and Pushback Social Science Example: 9th — 12t Grade
Alignment and Integration

“Beginning these no=<m_.m.mao:m..5 elementary school will help young people

develop empathy for a diverse group of people, and to.learn about identities that Grades9- 12: The
might relate to their families or even themselves. It is never too early for schools 2 sewieal ard ganden
to set up a foundation of understanding and respect '

»”

Chasge, Con
$5.H.1.9-12 ¢

mistri gl oo

55.H.2.9-12. A

$5.H.3.9-12. Fualuale the

LGBT Integiation

. Aarcestave of 3

Source: GLSEN Developing LGBTQ-Inclusive Classroom Resources

PH?
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e[S

) ) Lesson Plan
Historical Events

* HIV/AIDS activism in the 80’s and 90s Db
* Fight for marriage equality
* Stonewall Riots (New York)
* Compton’s Cafeteria Riot (San Francisco)

* Police raids at the Black Cat Tavern {Los
Angeles)

Changing Understan

Strategy: James Banks Approach

Strategy: James Banks Approach

Level 4: The Social Action Approach
Students make JeSHioNs on maoriant

Level o The .?n:io:dm:o., Approach

Tre strutiure o' the cursouium s Shanged

Levei 1 The Contributions Approech

Image: Bayard Rustin

PHAMC

Strategy: James Banks Approach

Leavel 1: Contribations Approach
1. Acsivate priot experience: Before today, Nave you ever
heard of Rustin in your social studies tass?
. Read the biographicat ;8«335 u:n S}a mam
Yollowing website:
3. Group Discussine; Wit Wes s .‘Su wina.aﬂs
aecomplishrient? Haw has Rustivs io..w noa?&eza w
your understanding of equality? |
4. Exténd knowledge: How do you think Rusthv's
discrimination 35 an African Krerican wiars fike his.
" discrimination s 4 gay man¥ How do you think § wis,
n:@d:ﬁ

~

Luvet u ?E&cm gv.d.zr - :
1. gation: Wiich of the g GLSY
sa«nsmﬂ contributed L2 the Civil Rights 293:&.5
2. View'the interview far the film ™ Brother Oustsider” at
¥ . . o y

Lwblp
3, Determine :os these contriblitors tan Be incorporated
inan i g resparch within your

discipline or content area.

Lavel 35 Travstormations) Appsoact

L Pescribe the significance of why Bustin was so
effsctive jn his work?
lect on whiy Rustin may not be 3y welt known as
s :m»:m headirs of his sra andfor Sow s
ATTIRY. . TINAT
e From tis wark
havie on-the Cvil Rights Mowermeat ¥
. Demonstrate your findings regarding these changes
ana develop your Own vision statement through an
ara! presentation liesing Antmoto o7 other visust
software),

I

rrynl 4: Sovisl Action Approach
L. Extend your Dwn personsal undeestanding of “Rainbow
Politics™ and devetop pour acticn plan for change.
2.Based ppon your own jearming in schoal and
invistigation of Bayard Rustin's Hife, kow would you

g W in ety today?
3.Nominare a role modnl whohas demonstrated igesds
and values for change,




The ’s Lesson Plans The Legacy Project’s Lesson Plans

50 lesson plans are currently available in the database
* Lessons are prepared by a professional with either a Ph.D. in Library
Science or Ed.D. in Education
* Located on a searchable website, free of charge
= Information is compiled into a matrix as a way to identify K-12 lesson
plans that include:
= Individual Illinois standard codes
* Academic subject matter
* Grade level in school
+ Related fields of contribution
* General demographics

et s i

o b R O SATEPY
19 1A i

[Eponrtoiruatarmbie)
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Elementary and Middle School Recommended

English: Key Approaches )
Readings

Introduce students to LGBTQ+ authors and themes

+ Compare depictions of LGBTQ+ characters and themes in different
contexts

* Explore different representations of gender

* Set up speeches, discussions, and writing activities on LGBTQ+ topics

* Include LGBTQ+ topics in teaching on grammar and language

Gay & Losbian

Source: Stonewall Education for All




High School Recommended Readings GLSEN — Developing LGBTQ-Inclusive Classroom Resources

* Suggested LGBTQ-Inclusive Learning
Opportunities

fike I1s * Farly Elementary: “Ready, Set, Respect!”

asecret *  Upper Elementary: Identity Flowers

* Middle School: Challenging Assumptions

* High School: Learning Empowerment and Self
Identification

JACUEL
Woons

* This resource identifies many examples
split up by subject area and grade

Learning for Justice — Classroom Resources Teaching Tolerance

* 600+ learning plans based on:
* Race & Ethnicity
* Religion
« Ability
Class
Immigration
Gender & Sexual Identity
Bullying & Bias
Rights & Activism

GRADE LEVEL: K-7

Sa

usres Domame [0

" LEARNING FOR JUSTICE

GRADE LEVEL, 3-5.6-7
Gender and sexual Identity Subgeen: Te vt e & g A

b

fret ks sthers ad o e e we o ke ol

* Many align with inquiry-based learning
...+ Can filter by grade




Stonewall Education for All

Addressing Questions and Pushback

This resource provides examples
for different subjects — includes

“LGBTQ+ students with inclusive

_Am< approa nj es and examp _ e curriculum have better academic

lesson U_m ns and mental health outcomes, and
are less likely to miss school”

Thank you! Additional Resources

e ©
Sign up for our newsletter to receive updates, tools, and resources on *f FAMILY

Inclusive Curriculum Law implementation: ¢ ,_.sz__m%mg__znm

. beatcding Fienkhy) fires 2or gouth

gender
spectrum

f s - e ompen fp
AN 50 ls .o w /i I

il
Provide feedback and recommendations to improve this workshop: Lambda
https://tinyurl.com/ICLPD2020 Legal

TR
E

4, o
¥

TSER 2
WELCOMING

= Trans Stodant Edurational Resaurcas SCH oo-..m




Thank you! . f v_.l_ _ _/\_n

Public Health-Institute of Metropelitan Chicago

Thank youl

You may access additional resources here:
https://www.ilsafeschools.org/ t I\.—/\w m
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To: michael.saunders@mcusd709.org Saunders, Michael .
Cc: craig.smock@mcusd709.org Craig Smock

How about Wednesday, after the Leadership meeting?
Joe

On Sun, Sep 10, 2023 at 8:55PM Saunders, Michael <michael.saunders@mcusd?08.org> wrote:
Hello Craig,
Hope you had a good weekend! Just wanted to bring the following comments from the Board meeting video to your attention. At some point before the
next board meeting, | would like to discuss how these comments can be addressed.
Michael

Heather McMeekan
8:29 “the principal who needs to be investigated for assaulting a child for the crime of hanging a pride flag poster in the school”

Michelle Gaede .
27:13 "all 3 (Saunders, Smock, Krali) have had a hand in creating an unsafe space for teachers, staff, students, and parents who do not hold their same beliefs”

Bryan Groth

49:14 "Mr. Mmc:.ama is there to prescribe a rigid ideoclogy to staff and students. He's not there to support everyone as the superintendent purports. In fact, he is
there to hold children down because 5@ challenge his worldview and authority. VWhat's important to realize is that's a hostile environment for those that are held
down. It's also harmful for those to see it's OK for an adult to do that. It may be convenient to label children like my son as the problem, Mr. Saunders certainly did

»

S0.

tips://mww.youtube.com/waich ?v=8NNyjv4ZMs4

Make it a great day!



Joseph G. Sander Ed. D.
Assistant Superintendant

michael.saunders@mcusd709.org Saunders, Michael Monday, September 11, 2023 at 8:31:47 AM Central Daylight Time
To: joseph.sander@mcusd709.org Sander, Joseph
Cc: craig.smock@mcusd709.org Craig Smock

That works for me if it works for both of you.

On Mon, Sep 11, 2023 at 7:29AM Sander, Joseph <joseph.sander@mcusd708.org> wrote:
How about Wednesday, after the Leadership meeting?
Joe

On Sun, Sep 10, 2023 at 8:55 PM Saunders, Michael <michael.saunders@mcusd709.org> wrote:
Hello Craig, :
Hope you had a good weekend! Just wanted to bring the following comments from the Board meeting video to your attention. At some point before the
next board meeting, | would like to discuss how these comments can be addressed.
Michael

Heather McMeekan
8:29 “the principal who needs to be investigated for assaulting a child for the crime of hanging a pride flag poster in the school”

Michelle Gaede
27:13 “all 3 (Saunders, Smock, Krall) have had a hand in creating an unsafe space for teachers, staff, students, and parents who do not hold their same
beliefs”

Bryan Groth )

49:14 “Mr. mmc_._.amﬁm is there to prescribe a rigid ideology to staff and students. He's not there to support everyone as the superintendent purports. In fact, he is
there to hold children down because they njm__m:@m his worldview and authority. What's important to realize is that's a hostile environment for those that m_:m
held down. It's also harmful for those to see it's OK for an adult to do that. It may be convenient to label children like my son as the problem, Mr. Saunders
certainly did s0.” o

hitps/www.youtulbe.com/watch?v=8MNNyjv4Ziisd

Make it a great day!



the pot calling the kettle black...

michael.saunders@mcusd709.org Saunders, Michael Wednesday, September 6, 2023 at 7:49:43 PM Central Daylight Time
To: craig.smock@mcusd709.org Craig Smock, troy.teater@mcusd709.org Troy Teater, joseph.sander@mcusd709.org Joseph Sander

This is rich!
https://oeig.illinois.gov/content/dam/soi/en/web/oeig/investigations/docu ments/investigative-reports/20-00478-McMeekan-Released-Redacted-Summary-report.pdf?

foclid=IwAR2SFIJNOBOeMvdDewy TE3CUZPVWQMGZkeufGmHB TkZmPtroL5i9Gf8MsWg_aem_AWKLYH20VI5Xagxpbrd1yMGDFvASuCV1X5NSRL_
NbTT9hzISsKZuAso2HFWGV36b950

Attachments:
20-00478-McMeekan-Released-Redacted-Summary-report.pdf 1.2M

joseph.sander@mcusd709.org Sander, Joseph Wednesday, September 6, 2023 at 8:15:10 PM Central Daylight Time
To: michael.saunders@mcusd709.org Saunders, Michael

Cc: craig.smock@mcusd709.org Craig Smock, troy.teater@mcusd709.org Troy Teater

Wow! How ironic.

On Wed, Sep 6, 2023 at 19:50 Saunders, Michael <michael.saunders@mcusd709.org> wrote:
This is rich!

https://oeig.illinois.gov/content/dam/soi/en/web/oeig/investigations/documents/investigative-reports/20-00478-McMeekan-Released-Redacted-Summary-
report.pdf?fbclid=IwAR2SFIUNOBOeMvdDewy TE3CUZPVwQMGZkeufGmHBTKkZmPtroL5i9Gf8MsWg_aem_AWKLYH20VI5Xgxpbrd1yMGDFvvASuCV1xSNSRL_
NbTT9hzISsKZuAso2HFWGV36b950

craig.smock@mcusd709.org Smock, Craig Thursday, September 7, 2023 at 7:51:22 AM Central Daylight Time
To: joseph.sander@mcusd709.org Sander, Joseph

Cc: michael.saunders@mcusd709.org Saunders, Michael, troy.teater@mcusd709.org Troy Teater

| saw that a while back when she first surfaced. Both ladies have a solid, documented records of being a liar.

On Wed, Sep 6, 2023 at 8:15PM Sander, Joseph <joseph.sander@mcusd709.org> wrote:
Wow! How ironic.

On Wed, Sep 6, 2023 at 19:50 Saunders, Michael <michael.saunders@mcusd709.org> wrote:
This is rich!

https://oeig.illinois.gov/content/dam/soi/en/web/oeig/investigations/documents/investigative-reports/20-00478-McMeekan-Released-Redacted-Summary-
report.pdf?fbclid=IwAR2SFIJNOBOeMvdDewy TE3CUZPVwQMGZkeufGmHB TkZmPtrL5i9Gf8MsWg_aem_AWKLYH20VI5Xgxpbrd1yMGDFvvASuC
VAX5NSRL_NbTT9hzISsKZuAso2HFWGV36b950



Dr. Craig Smock
Superintendent

troy.teater@mcusd709.org Teater, Troy Thursday, September 7, 2023 at 8:42:33 AM Central Daylight Time
To: joseph.sander@mcusd709.org Sander, Joseph

Cc: michael.saunders@mcusd709.org Saunders, Michael, craig.smock@mcusd709.org Craig Smock

Probably why she is so passionate about personal emails on work computers

Troy A. Teater Ed. D.
Assistant Superintendent

On Wed, Sep 6, 2023 at 8:15 PM Sander, Joseph <joseph.sander@mcusd709.org> wrote:
Wow! How ironic.

On Wed, Sep 6, 2023 at 19:50 Saunders, Michael <michael.saunders@mcusd709.org> wrote:
This is rich!

https://oeig.illinois.gov/content/dam/soi/en/web/oeig/investigations/documents/investigative-reports/20-00478-McMeekan-Released-Redacted-Summary-

report.pdf?fbclid=IwAR2SFIJNOBOeMvdDewy TE3CUZPVwQMGZkeufGmHBTkZmPtroL5i9Gf8MsWg_aem_AWKLYH20VI5Xgxpbrd1yMGDFvvA5uC
V1x5NSRL_NbTT9hzISsKZuAso2HFWGV36b950
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[EXTERNAL EMAIL] Morton 709 Board Meeting - September 5th, 2023

bryan.l.groth@gmail.com Bryan Groth Friday, September 8, 2023 at 11:17:51 AM Central Daylight Time
To: amanda.leman@mcusd709.org, thomas.neeley@mcusd709.org, diane krall@mcusd709.org, jerry.rudd@mcusd709.org, timothy.braker@mcusd709.org,
david.cross@mcusd709.org Cross, David, andrew.roth@mcusd709.org

Morton 709 Board Members,

The audience participation portion of Tuesday's board meeting was unsettling for my family on so many levels. I'm not sure where to start. For now, | will ask each
of you five questions:

1. Do you personally endorse or condemn the hatred, bigotry, shaming, and proselytizing on full display in the room Tuesday evening. This would include the
laughing and heckling by a person | believe to be the superintendent's aduit son.

2. Are you personally willing to protect an educator that uses a work email address to subscribe to HATE or EXTREMIST groups as designated by the Southern
Poverty Law Center and Anti-Defamation League?

3. Can you personally assure me that LGBTQ youth and their allies, like my son, are safe in Morton 709 schools and protected from bigotry, hatred, shaming,
negative bias, discrimination and retaliation?

4. Are each of you prepared to make structural changes to increase awareness and understanding of marginalized groups at the Elementary, Junior High, and
Senior High levels in an effort to reduce the hatred and bigotry within the schools and our community.

5. Will each of you publicly condemn the slanderous statement against my minor son made by the presenter wearing the militia-style shirt?
| would ask all of you to respond individually.
Respectfully,

Bryan Groth
309-696-4922

timothy.braker@mcusd709.org Braker, Timothy Friday, September 8, 2023 at 3:39:07 PM Central Daylight Time
To: amanda.leman@mcusd709.org Amanda Leman, david.cross@mcusd709.org David Cross, diane.krall@mcusd709.org Krall, Diane, jerry.rudd@mcusd709.org Jerry
Rudd, thomas.neeley@mcusd709.org Thomas Neeley, andrew.roth@mcusd709.org Andrew Roth, craig.smock@mcusd709.org Craig Smock

Good afternoon

| would suggest we have one reply from the board.

I will have Dr Smock and group assist. Let one of know if you have thoughts

Tim



.......... Forwarded message ---—--——--

From: Bryan Groth <bryan.|.groth@gmail.com>

Date: Fri, Sep 8, 2023, 11:18 AM

Subject: [EXTERNAL EMAIL] Morton 709 Board Meeting - September 5th, 2023

To: <amanda.leman@mcusd709.org>, <thomas.neeley@mcusd709.org>, <diane.krall@mcusd709.org>, <jerry.rudd@mcusd709.org>,
<timothy.braker@mcusd709.org>, Cross, David <david.cross@mcusd709.org>, <andrew.roth@mcusd709.org>

Morton 709 Board Members,

The audience participation portion of Tuesday's board meeting was unsettling for my family on so many levels. I'm not sure where to start. For now, | will ask each
of you five questions:

1. Do you personally endorse or condemn the hatred, bigotry, shaming, and proselytizing on full display in the room Tuesday evening. This would include the
laughing and heckling by a person | believe to be the superintendent's adult son.

2. Are you personally willing to protect an educator that uses a work email address to subscribe to HATE or EXTREMIST groups as designated by the Southern
Poverty Law Center and Anti-Defamation League?

3. Can you personally assure me that LGBTQ youth and their allies, like my son, are safe in Morton 709 schools and protected from bigotry, hatred, shaming,
negative bias, discrimination and retaliation?

4. Are each of you prepared to make structural changes to increase awareness and understanding of marginalized groups at the Elementary, Junior High, and
Senior High levels in an effort to reduce the hatred and bigotry within the schools and our community.

5. Will each of you publicly condemn the slanderous statement against my minor son made by the presenter wearing the militia-style shirt?
I would ask all of you to respond individually.
Respecitfully,

Bryan Groth
309-696-4922

craig.smock@mcusd709.org Smock, Craig Monday, September 11, 2023 at 7:47:51 AM Central Daylight Time
To: timothy.braker@mcusd709.org Braker, Timothy

Cc: amanda.leman@mcusd709.org Amanda Leman, david.cross@mcusd709.org David Cross, diane.krall@mcusd709.org Krall, Diane, jerry.rudd@mcusd709.org Jerry
Rudd, thomas.neeley@mcusd709.org Thomas Neeley, andrew.roth@mcusd709.org Andrew Roth

Please call me with any questions.
I'll be working on a draft.
Craig



On Fri, Sep 8, 2023 at 3:39 PM Braker, Timothy <timothy.braker@mcusd709.org> wrote:
Good afternoon

| would suggest we have one reply from the board.

I will have Dr Smock and group assist. Let one of know if you have thoughts
Tim

.......... Forwarded message -----—----

From: Bryan Groth <bryan.l.groth@gmail.com>

Date: Fri, Sep 8, 2023, 11:18 AM

Subject: [EXTERNAL EMAIL] Morton 709 Board Meeting - September 5th, 2023

To: <amanda.leman@mcusd709.org>, <thomas.neeley@mcusd709.org>, <diane.krall@mcusd709.org>, <jerry.rudd@mcusd709.org>,
<timothy.braker@mcusd709.org>, Cross, David <david.cross@mcusd709.org>, <andrew.roth@mcusd709.org>

Morton 709 Board Members,

The audience participation portion of Tuesday's board meeting was unsettling for my family on so many levels. I'm not sure where to start. For now, | will ask each
of you five questions:

1. Do you personally endorse or condemn the hatred, bigotry, shaming, and proselytizing on full display in the room Tuesday evening. This would include the
laughing and heckling by a person | believe to be the superintendent's adult son.

2. Are you personally willing to protect an educator that uses a work email address to subscribe to HATE or EXTREMIST groups as designated by the Southern
Poverty Law Center and Anti-Defamation League?

3. Can you personally assure me that LGBTQ youth and their allies, like my son, are safe in Morton 709 schools and protected from bigotry, hatred, shaming,
negative bias, discrimination and retaliation?

4. Are each of you prepared to make structural changes to increase awareness and understanding of marginalized groups at the Elementary, Junior High, and
Senior High levels in an effort to reduce the hatred and bigotry within the schools and our community.

5. Will each of you publicly condemn the slanderous statement against my minor son made by the presenter wearing the militia-style shirt?
| would ask all of you to respond individually.
Respectfully,

Bryan Groth
309-696-4922



Dr. Craig Smock
Superintendent
Morton C.U.S.D. 709

timothy.braker@mcusd709.org Braker, Timothy Saturday, September 16, 2023 at 11:11:57 AM Central Daylight Time

To: bryan.l.groth@gmail.com Bryan Groth
Cc: amanda.leman@mcusd709.org, thomas.neeley@mcusd709.org, diane.krall@mcusd709.org, jerry.rudd@mcusd709.org, david.cross@mcusd709.org Cross, David,

andrew.roth@mcusd709.org
Mr. Groth,

| am sending this email on behalf of the Board of Education in response to your questions.

The Board has opted to respond as a whole, and not individually. As you may know, individual board members hold no power, acting
alone.

The Board of Education is not responsible for any words spoken, nor the tones, attitudes, or decorum of the public in the boardroom.
| did address interruptions to the speakers, on two occasions. Apart from extreme profanity, the Board is not to disrupt speakers
during the time for audience participation. That evening, there were certainly several disruptions from many people on all sides of the
issues. The Board certainly does not condone any disrespectful behavior nor attempts to stop others from speaking. The freedom of
speech allows for all types of speech, even if it is inflammatory or offends others in the room. Unfortunately, there is also no
@cmﬁm:ﬁmm‘%mﬁUmov_ms\___s\:::o_a‘%mm:mmo:o:mﬁoérmﬁ_mmm_a_3o::m.::mmbmmos<<___Ummc:mc_mdﬂoﬁ o,m__n:m: ﬁo:mm...

Although, according to our policies, employees are allowed to use work email for personal use, it is the Board’s intent to recommend
and advise employees to use their own private email account for personal use.

With respect to “hate group designations,” the Board is not aware of any group to which Mr. Saunders subscribes that would
commonly be considered a "hate group." Some organizations may feel that beliefs contrary to theirs constitutes hate or extremism.
The bottom line is that the Board expects all people to be treated with respect and dignity, and we will deal with any situation where

that expectation for conduct is not met.



We have policies and practices in place intended to prevent and stop mistreatment, bullying, and other types of harassment. But, we
are not in 100% control of what students might say or do on any given day. Certainly, there are consequences for violators that we
will enact based on our policies. That said, students do have the right to free speech and the freedom of religion.

In fact, students’ freedoms are greater than that of school employees. And, under those rights, students may engage in
conversations that are contrary to your views or your child’s views. If those conversations are civil and welcome, as an exchange of
ideas, then there is no harassment, even though there is disagreement. A student who communicates one belief should reasonably
expect that another student might counter that belief, because both students have the freedom to passionately, but respectfully,
express agreement or disagreement with one another.

If disagreement on sensitive topics is troubling for a student, that student can obviously avoid this type of confrontation and
disagreement simply by not engaging in controversial conversations with other students. Once a student expresses a desire to stop a
conversation, it can be considered harassment if other students continue the argument. This is the case whether students are
discussing favorite baseball teams, movies, or other more serious matters. No matter the topic, passions can elevate to the point
where the conversation should stop as it is disrupting the school environment for one or both students.

We believe that we already have the policies and practices in place to address bullying, discrimination, and harassment. These
policies pertain to all groups and ages equally. We would encourage anyone who feels that this is happening to them, regardless of
their age, identity, or beliefs, to report it immediately to a school authority. We will be reminding people of these policies and how to
report incidents of harassment so that it can be addressed as soon as possible.

Again, unless the comments are extremely profane, the Board has no authority to limit a person’s speech nor make any
determinations about whether or not statements are “slanderous.” That is a legal, fact-based determination that is best made by a
court of law, and not our Board.

Sincerely,

Tim Braker, Board President

On Fri, Sep 8, 2023 at 11:18 AM Bryan Groth <bryan.l.groth@gmail.com> wrote:
Morton 709 Board Members,

The audience participation portion of Tuesday's board meeting was unsettling for my family on so many levels. I'm not sure where to start. For now, | will ask each
of you five questions:

1. Do you personally endorse or condemn the hatred, bigotry, shaming, and proselytizing on full display in the room Tuesday evening. This would include the
laughing and heckling by a person | believe to be the superintendent's adult son.

2. Are you personally willing to protect an educator that uses a work email address to subscribe to HATE or EXTREMIST groups as designated by the Southern
Poverty Law Center and Anti-Defamation League?

3. Can you personally assure me that LGBTQ youth and their allies, like my son, are safe in Morton 709 schools and protected from bigotry, hatred, shaming,
negative bias, discrimination and retaliation?

4. Are each of you prepared to make structural changes to increase awareness and understanding of marginalized groups at the Elementary, Junior High, and
Senior High levels in an effort to reduce the hatred and bigotry within the schools and our community.

5. Will each of you publicly condemn the slanderous statement against my minor son made by the presenter wearing the militia-style shirt?



| would ask all of you to respond individually.
Respectfully,

Bryan Groth
309-696-4922

bryan.l.groth@gmail.com Bryan Groth Saturday, September 16, 2023 at 10:14:15PM Central Daylight Time
To: timothy.braker@mcusd709.org Braker, Timothy

Cc: amanda.leman@mcusd709.org, thomas.neeley@mcusd709.org, diane.krall@mcusd709.org, jerry.rudd@mcusd709.org, david.cross@mcusd709.org Cross, David,
andrew.roth@mcusd709.org

Morton 709 Board Members,

Thank you for your response. | will have additional comments and questions for all of you at a later date, but | will start with this. Obviously none of you have done
your homework on the groups revealed in Michael Saunders' email and ignorance is not an excuse. I'll make it easy for you. | suggest you review the following
presentation. The hate groups in the presentation were all contained within Mr. Saunders' March 2023 inbox.

I would assume that all of you are familiar with the Anti-Defamation League (ADL) founded in 1913 and the Southern Poverty Law Center (SPLC) founded in 1971,
but if you need additional information here are the links. | suggest you think very carefully before impugning these watch groups.

https://www.adl.org/who-we-are/history
https://www.splcenter.org/what-we-do

Bryan Groth
309-696-4922

On Sat, Sep 16, 2023, 10:12 AM Braker, Timothy <timothy.braker@mcusd709.org> wrote:
Mr. Groth,

| am sending this email on behalf of the Board of Education in response to your questions.

The Board has opted to respond as a whole, and not individually. As you may know, individual board members hold no power, acting
alone.

The Board of Education is not responsible for any words spoken, nor the tones, attitudes, or decorum of the public in the boardroom.
| did address interruptions to the speakers, on two occasions. Apart from extreme profanity, the Board is not to disrupt speakers
during the time for audience participation. That evening, there were certainly several disruptions from many people on all sides of the
issues. The Board certainly does not condone any disrespectful behavior nor attempts to stop others from speaking. The freedom of
speech allows for all types of speech, even if it is inflammatory or offends others in the room. Unfortunately, there is also no
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Although, according to our policies, employees are allowed to use work email for personal use, it is the Board’s intent to recommend
and advise employees to use their own private email account for personal use.

With respect to “hate group designations,” the Board is not aware of any group to which Mr. Saunders subscribes that would
commonly be considered a "hate group." Some organizations may feel that beliefs contrary to theirs constitutes hate or extremism.
The bottom line is that the Board expects all people to be treated with respect and dignity, and we will deal with any situation where
that expectation for conduct is not met.

We have policies and practices in place intended to prevent and stop mistreatment, bullying, and other types of harassment. But, we
are not in 100% control of what students might say or do on any given day. Certainly, there are consequences for violators that we
will enact based on our policies. That said, students do have the right to free speech and the freedom of religion.

In fact, students’ freedoms are greater than that of school employees. And, under those rights, students may engage in
conversations that are contrary to your views or your child’s views. If those conversations are civil and welcome, as an exchange of
ideas, then there is no harassment, even though there is disagreement. A student who communicates one belief should reasonably
expect that another student might counter that belief, because both students have the freedom to passionately, but respectfully,
express agreement or disagreement with one another.

If disagreement on sensitive topics is troubling for a student, that student can obviously avoid this type of confrontation and
disagreement simply by not engaging in controversial conversations with other students. Once a student expresses a desire to stop a
conversation, it can be considered harassment if other students continue the argument. This is the case whether students are
discussing favorite baseball teams, movies, or other more serious matters. No matter the topic, passions can elevate to the point
where the conversation should stop as it is disrupting the school environment for one or both students.

We believe that we already have the policies and practices in place to address bullying, discrimination, and harassment. These
policies pertain to all groups and ages equally. We would encourage anyone who feels that this is happening to them, regardless of
their age, identity, or beliefs, to report it immediately to a school authority. We will be reminding people of these policies and how to
report incidents of harassment so that it can be addressed as soon as possible.

Again, unless the comments are extremely profane, the Board has no authority to limit a person’s speech nor make any
determinations about whether or not statements are “slanderous.” That is a legal, fact-based determination that is best made by a
court of law, and not our Board.

Sincerely,

Tim Braker, Board President

On Fri, Sep 8, 2023 at 11:18 AM Bryan Groth <bryan.l.groth@gmail.com> wrote:
Morton 709 Board Members,

The audience participation portion of Tuesday's board meeting was unsettling for my family on so many levels. I'm not sure where to start. For now, | will ask each
of you five questions:

1. Do you personally endorse or condemn the hatred, bigotry, shaming, and proselytizing on full display in the room Tuesday evening. This would include the
laughing and heckling by a person | believe to be the superintendent's adult son.

2. Are you personally willing to protect an educator that uses a work email address to subscribe to HATE or EXTREMIST groups as designated by the Southern
Poverty Law Center and Anti-Defamation League?



3. Can you personally assure me that LGBTQ youth and their allies, like my son, are safe in Morton 709 schools and protected from bigotry, hatred, shaming,
negative bias, discrimination and retaliation?

4. Are each of you prepared to make structural changes to increase awareness and understanding of marginalized groups at the Elementary, Junior High, and
Senior High levels in an effort to reduce the hatred and bigotry within the schools and our community.

5. Will each of you publicly condemn the slanderous statement against my minor son made by the presenter wearing the militia-style shirt?
I would ask all of you to respond individually.
Respectfully,

Bryan Groth
309-696-4922

This is a staff email account managed by Morton Community Unit School District 709. This email and any files transmitted with it are
confidential and intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom they are addressed. If you have received this email in error
please notify the sender.
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